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lowest levels of meandering incompetence; into these dark
corners, Whyte has thrown sufficient light.1324 As the poli-
ticians were proving their sterility, another organization took
over the leadership of the cause: in the age of Pius IX, the
Church became the mainstay of resistance and supported a
conduct which, according to taste, one may call heroic resist-
ance or criminal ruthlessness.1325 The influence of the clergy
declined steadily and expired by about 1895.132S Of course,
reform, at one time likely, was unhappily held up by the Irish
landlord interest in the house of lords.1327 Thus the Church
found itself supporting Fenianism, still probably the most
violent movement that even Ireland has known.1328 The next
wave of reform, associated with Gladstone, oddly enough
owed a good deal to experience in India, a useful reminder
how 'colonial' the whole Irish problem appeared to the West-
minster government.1329 Isaac Butt's attempt to achieve self-
determination by constitutional means remained futile while
violence in Ireland alienated English opinion.1330 Then, just
as Gladstone's combination of police action and reform was
beginning to get the better of the Fenians, Parnell revived the
Irish party, and parliamentary agitation reached new heights.
O'Brien's account, however marked by the author's involve-
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